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more to stimulate this interest than the writer of the monograph before 
us, by his articles in the Philologus and in the Arch, fur lat. Lex. u. 
Gr. For several years Professor Thielmann has been engaged in col- 
lecting material for a critical edition of the Latin translations of the 
books of Wisdom, Sirach, Esther, Tobias, and Judith. In this work he 
has been generously assisted by the Bavarian Academy, and he now 
publishes a summary of the material on which his texts are to be based. 
This material is derived in the main from MSS., printed texts, cita- 
tions made by the Christian Fathers, summaries, glosses, and liturgi- 
cal books. Some notion of the thoroughness with which the work has 
been done may be had from the fact that for the book of Wisdom alone 
thirty MSS. have been collated, and excerpts have been made from 
thirty-three others. When the texts themselves appear, Thielmann will 
have done for the books of the Old Testament mentioned above what 
Wordsworth and White are doing for the New Testament. To many 
scholars a special interest attaches to the particular books upon whose 
texts Thielmann is engaged because of the light which his work will 
throw on the old Latin versions of the Bible. Up to the present time 
we have had to rely mainly on Sabatier's work, which is 150 years 
old, and almost inaccessible. Nestle, in the article mentioned above, 
gives (pp. 91-4) an idea of the new material which has been brought 
together since Sabatier's edition appeared, but no systematic effort 
has hitherto been made to use it. Besides furnishing a reconstruc- 
tion of the text, Thielmann's edition will bring together a deal of 
interesting material bearing on popular Latin. So, for instance, the 
pentameter, De mare dico femur, de muliere femen, quoted by the 
commentator on Cant. 7:1, indicates the popular accentuation 
muliere. Similarly the comment on 2 Mace. 3 : 7 reveals the popular 
accentuation Theodorus, Helibdorus, etc. The first instalment of 
Thielmann's work, the book of Esther, may be expected within twelve 
months. 

Frank Frost Abbott. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Hexateuch, according to the Revised Version, arranged 
in its Constituent Documents by Members of the Society 
of Historical Theology, Oxford ; with Introduction, Notes, 
Marginal References, and Synoptical Tables. By J. 
Estlin Carpenter, M.A., and G. Harford-Battersby, 
M.A. London, New York, and Bombay: Longmans, 
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Green & Co., 1900. Vol. I, pp xii+279; Vol. II, pp. 

359. $\2. 

The first volume of this work contains introduction and tabular 
appendices ; the second volume, the text of the Hexateuch arranged 
according to the analyses with copious footnotes, the Revised Version 
being used as the basis of the text. These volumes furnish for the 
first time a complete apparatus in one book for the study of the prob- 
lems connected with the Hexateuch. It is not too much to say that 
for many years they will serve as the text-book of such study. It 
would be impossible to conceive a more practical plan for the presenta- 
tion of the material than that which has been here adopted, and surely 
no pains have been spared to make the execution of the plan the most 
thorough and satisfactory possible. The introduction has been written 
for the most part by Mr. Carpenter ; the compilation of the tables of 
laws and institutions and the synopsis of the narratives being furnished 
by Mr. Harford-Battersby. Special acknowledgment is made to Hol- 
zinger's Einleitung in den Hexateuch (1893), and, while due credit is 
given the works of Kuenen, Wellhausen, Dillmann, and others, the 
editors claim to have reared a structure of their own. It will be the 
purpose of this review to show the plan adopted in the work. 

The application of criticism to the Old Testament is first discussed, 
and it is shown that the criticism of the Hexateuch is only a part of a 
wider inquiry into the literature of Israel, since the same principles 
are being applied to the Psalms, Proverbs, and Isaiah, and these prin- 
ciples are in no wise different from those used in other literary inves- 
tigation. An interesting parallel is drawn from the historical methods 
employed in Asser's Life of Alfred, the Saxon Chronicle, the collections 
of early English laws, the Diatessaron of Tatian, and the books of 
Chronicles. From this it appears that in all early historical records 
the same general methods are employed. The Pentateuch is shown by 
comparison to be a composite work, and an interesting analogy is sug- 
gested between the growth of the Pentateuch and the growth of a 
cathedral. 

After considering in detail the "Claim to Contemporary Author- 
ship," asserted to exist in the books themselves, there are treated in 
three successive chapters (iii, iv, v) " Signs of Post-Mosaic Date," as 
they were discovered by early readers, and among others by the Spanish 
rabbis, and the Catholics and Reformers of the sixteenth century; also 
" Signs of Diversity of Documents," as these were discovered by the 
criticism of the seventeenth century (Hobbes, de la Peyrere, Spinoza, 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 1 35 

Simon, Le Clerc), which pointed out certain incongruities of dates, 
duplicate narratives, repetitions of laws, and inconsistencies within the 
same narrative; also "The Clue to the Documents," as it is found in 
Astruc's Conjectures, and especially as presented in Exod. 6 : 2-8. After 
the discussion of " The Composition of Genesis-Numbers " and that 
of the various documentary theories in which the growth of the analysis 
is carefully followed, there is given in chap, viii "The Justification 
of the Partition." This is based upon (1) the argument from religious 
institutions, of which sacrifice, and the Mosaic sanctuary, the Ten Words, 
the ministry of the sanctuary, and the manumission of slaves are taken 
as examples; (2) the argument from religious ideas; (3) the argument 
from language and style ; (4) the development hypothesis. In chaps, 
ix-xiii each document is taken up as a whole, together with a summary 
of its contents, its method and spirit, its mode of historical and reli- 
gious representation, its place of composition, and its special char- 
acteristics. In chap, xiv are treated the unclassified documents found 
in Gen., chap. 14; Gen., chap. 49; Exod., chap. 15; Deut., chaps. 32, 33. 
Chap, xv, on " Criticism and Archaeology," is contributed by Professor 
T. K. Cheyne. In this the general claim is made that there is need of 
more carefully tested Assyriological evidence, and the position is taken 
that the early narratives of creation, the story of the deluge, Gen., 
chap. 14, and the account of the exodus have yet little archaeological 
testimony in favor of their historical character. Chap, xvi shows how 
the various documents were united. 

Among the most important parts of the work are the tabular 
appendices, which are classified under (a) select lists of words and 
phrases of the separate documents ; (p) the laws and institutions, the 
material on each subject from the various codes being carefully classi- 
fied so as to furnish material for comparative study; and (c) the analy- 
sis and synopsis of the Hexateuch. 

In Vol. II twenty pages are given to an introduction to Joshua, of 
which space permits only this mention. The remainder of Vol. II 
contains the text arranged in such a manner as to show the relation- 
ship of the documents, with footnotes explaining in considerable detail 
the more important points of the analysis. 

This work is intended for English readers, and may be used to 
advantage by any intelligent student. Whatever may be our opinion 
as to the truth or falsity of the analysis itself, it is surely a source of 
congratulation that the ordinary reader will now be able to take up a 
systematic study of the question, and reach a decision for himself. It 
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is a great pity that the price of the book puts it out of the reach of so 
many students. It is to be hoped that a new edition will be published 
at a greatly reduced price. 

William R. Harper. 
The University of Chicago. 



Deuteronomium erkxart. Von Lie. Alfred Bertholet, ausser- 
ordentlichem Professor der Theologie in Basel. (= " Kurzer 
Hand-Commentar zum Alten Testament," herausgegeben 
von D. Karl Marti, Abteilung V.) Tubingen, Freiburg 
i. B. und Leipzig: J. C. B. Mohr, 1899. Pp. viii + 119. 
M. 1.80; Einzelpreis M. 2.50. 

While a new commentary on Deuteronomy is not likely to pre- 
sent anything strikingly original, it may excel by a painstaking 
treatment of the text, a generous use of illustrative material, a compre- 
hensive exhibit of exegetical opinion, or an exact method of dealing 
with isagogical questions of secondary importance. The general plan 
of the series edited by Professor Marti well-nigh precludes any but the 
last of these merits, as it enjoins upon the exegete utmost brevity and 
renders it necessary to refer constantly to larger works. But excel- 
lence of method in dealing with questions of introduction must freely 
be accorded to Professor Bertholet. 

The introduction is almost one-third the length of the commentary 
itself, and the isagogical discussions placed at the beginning of each 
section form at least one-third of the commentary. The interest, 
therefore, centers in the author's view concerning the origin and com- 
position of the book. Professor Bertholet points out that Deuter- 
onomy claims to be a work of Moses, and that it is distinctly quoted 
as such in the New Testament. For the sake of the students for whom 
this commentary is intended it would perhaps have been wise to pre- 
sent once more the arguments against a tradition based on such 
claims. The sketch of Israel's religious history since Moses is well 
drawn, and in harmony with the prevailing views at the present time. 
Yet on some points doubt is still permissible. Every reader of a book 
that claims to be the work of Moses is naturally eager to know what 
degree of historic probability can be attached to the events recorded. 
Professor Bertholet assures us that Moses brought certain tribes out of 
Egypt, and that he taught them to regard the marvelous events occur- 
ring under his leadership as the deeds of Yahweh, a god living in his 
mountain shrine on the Sinaitic peninsula. But the difficulties of this 



